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THE BEGINNING OF OLD TESTAMENT STUDIES

THE APPOINTMENT

AND CONSECRATION
0@% 7, OF THE LEVITES
MEMORY VERSE: “And the Lord spake unto Moses, saying, Bring

the tribe of Levi near, and present them before Aaron the priest,
that they may minister unto him” (Numbers 3: 5,6)

NEXT: Numbers 3:1-51

n the previous chapter of the book of Numbers,
IGod commanded Moses to order the children of

Israel both in their camps and whenever they
marched from one place to another in the wilderness.
Moses and the children of Israel obeyed the Lord and
did as He commanded. But we should remember that,
all along, the Levites were particularly separated and
exempted from the numbering and ordering of the
twelve tribes. This was because God had a separate
responsibility for them and so it was necessary to
number them separately. In our text, God now shifted
attention to the Levites; their ancestry, numbering,
consecration and their appointed service in Israel’s
camp.

Question 1: What are similarities between the consecration of the
Levites and that of New Testament believers?

By looking at this study it is expected that believers
will see a picture of the kind of consecration and
absolute surrender that should characterize our
service to God. The consecration of the Levites for
service is a figure of how church members should be
so consecrated and committed to the work of God.
This fact was borne out of God’s claim that the Levites
belonged to Him and that He gave them to Aaron for
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service, By virtue of His divine ownership over the
Levites, God had the exclusive right to determine
both their service and the limit of their liberty. In the
same way, Christ has a double claim of ownership
over everyone that is born again. First, He made us
and, as such, He owns us by creation. Secondly, He
is our Redeemer who bought us out of the slave-
market of sin and so, He owns us by redemption
(Psalm 100:2,3; 1 Corinthians 6:19,20). Because of
these reasons, we ought to realize that we do not own
ourselves anymore and as such, we ought to serve
God zealously with all our heart, mind and strength
all the days of our lives.

THE APPOINMENT AND ABSOLUTE SURRENDER
OF THE LEVITES (Numbers 3:1-13; 1:50; 8:12-15,
22-26; 18:1-8; Leviticus 10:1-10).

After the consecration of the tabernacle, God directed
Moses to consecrate Aaron and his sons as priests
to minister in the sanctuary. Moses obeyed and he
installed Aaron as the high priest while he consecrated
and inducted the four sons of Aaron as priests. But
shortly after their consecration as priests, Nadab and
Abihu offered strange fire before the Lord. They offered
incense without the Lord’s command and they also
used unauthorized fire. Because of that blunder, they
were struck dead right in the tabernacle and in the
full glare of Aaron, their father (Leviticus 10:1-10).
After the death of Nadab and Abihu, only Eleazar and
Ithamar remained to continue as priests. But because
the children of Israel were so many, the priests needed
helping hands to handle the tabernacle ministry. To
this end, God commanded Moses to bring the tribe of
Levi near and present them before Aaron the priest,
that they may minister unto him.

The phrase “bring the tribe of Levi near” means
to present them as an offering unto God, just as an
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offerer would present his sacrificial lamb to the priest.
In this sense therefore, bringing the Levites near and
presenting them before Aaron the high priest was an
indication that they were being devoted unto God and
consecrated for His service (Numbers 8:11). Though
the Levites did not have to undergo a special rite
of consecration like the priests, their consecration
or devotion to God was total and complete. This
teaches us that it is not the ceremonial rites or
outward demonstrations of consecration that matter
but absolute surrender of heart and mind to God.
However, we see later in Numbers chapter 8, that the
Levites had to undergo a special purification rites
to make them and their service holy unto the Lord.
What God is looking for is that His people should be
totally yielded, consecrated and holy unto Him.

Question 2: In what ways did the Levites manifest the qualities of
absolute surrender and consecration to God?

The Levites were set apart to minister unto Aaron the
high priest. They were to be under the supervision of
the priests and do the services of the sanctuary which
should have been performed by the entire congregation.
In other words, the Levites were representing the
entire congregation. They were selected to replace the
firstborn of every family, to perform the duties which
those firstborn sons should have done on behalf of
their respective families. The tribe of Levi manifested
the spiritual qualities of absolute surrender and they
accepted their responsibilities to serve under the
priests. First, they did not choose their own place
of service but they allowed God to choose for them.
Second, they were contented to serve as assistants
to the priests. Even though the Levites knew that no
matter how long they served in the tabernacle, they
could never become priests, yet they were ready to
serve. They had the mind that they were serving God
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and not man. It is however unfortunate that many
church members lack this attribute of total surrender
and consecration to God. They are unwilling to serve
in seemingly small positions and, as they say, they
don’t want to play second fiddle to anyone. Some are
even busy counting how many years they have been
serving in their present position rather than making
their years of service to count for eternity. Let us learn
from the Levites, as a songwriter aptly corroborates,
that “little is much when God is in it”. It is the
quality of service we render to God that really matters
and not the position or title we hold while rendering
that service.

Three, the Levites were given in exchange for the
firstborn to carry loads and do menial job in the
tabernacle. They could not offer sacrifices or handle
holy vessels. They carried them only after the priests
had wrapped them up. But despite these limitations,
the Levites did not consider their task an inferior
or insignificant appendage to the priests’ duties.
Instead, they devoted themselves to the work that
God assigned them. Being yielded to God means we
are ready to do whatever He appoints us, whenever
He asks us and wherever He wants us, irrespective of
the human instrument He uses to direct us.

THE APPOINTED SERVICE AND COOPERATION
OF THE LEVITES (Numbers 3:17-51; 1:49-33; 41-
16; Romans 12:4-8; 1 Corinthians 12:4-31).

In our text, the Lord commanded Moses to count
the children of Levi, all the males from one month
old upward, according to their families. It will be
recalled that the Levites were earlier exempted from
the general census of the twelve tribes; but on this
occasion, God told Moses to number them (or take
their census) for two reasons. One, it was so that
they could be properly exchanged for the firstborn of
Israelites; and two, so that they could be distributed
7



to the work of tabernacle ministry for which they have
been set apart. Moses obeyed the Lord and counted
the Levites according to their families and appointed
the location where each family would pitch their tents
in the camp. He also appointed unto each family their
respective leaders as well as their responsibilities.
Generally speaking, the appointed duties of the
Levities bordered on assisting the priests in carrying
out their work in the tabernacle. One, they guarded
the tabernacle and kept intruders away. Two, they
were responsible for dismantling the tabernacle,
carrying its various components while moving from
one camp location to another. Three, they set up
the tabernacle in a new camp location. Four, they
carried out any function appointed to them by the
priests. However, they were prohibited from touching
or looking at the holy vessels before they are wrapped
(Number 4:20; 18:3).

Question 3: State the responsibilities of each Levite division and
the location of their encampment in Israel’s camp?

The work of the Levites was divided among the three
divisions that made up the Levite clan. Levi had three
sons, Gershon, Kohath and Merari. The descendants
of these three sons formed the three divisions of the
Levites. The Gershonites pitched on the western
side of the tabernacle and they were in charge of the
tapestry or curtains of the tabernacle. It was their duty
to take down and transport all the coverings of the
tabernacle, door hangings and their cords. When the
tabernacle was to be set up in a new place they were
also responsible for laying the covering on the frame
(Numbers 3:21:26). The Kohathites pitched on the
south of the tabernacle and they were responsible for
carrying the furniture and vessels of the tabernacle.
They carried the ark, the table, lampstand, altars and
the inner vail (Number 3:27-32).
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The Merarites pitched on the northern side of the
tabernacle and their lot was to dismantle, carry and
erectthe tabernacle frame, thatis, the boards, the bars,
pillars, sockets, the pins and cords. Moses and Aaron,
together with the priests, (sons of Aaron) pitched on
the eastern side of the tabernacle. The priests were
also Levites (from the Kohathites division) and they
were exclusively in charge of offering sacrifices.

Question 4: What lessons can we learn from the work and the
cooperation among the Levites?

There are several lessons and challenges for us in the
way the Levites carried on the work that God appointed
them. In the first place, Moses made it very clear the
work that each of the Levite divisions would do. He
apportioned the work in such a way that everyone
knew what to do and what not todo. Itis very important
that church leader make the members know their
definite responsibilities. Secondly, the work of the
Levites required cooperation and interdependence of
one another. For instance, when the tabernacle was
to be dismantled , the priests would pack and cover
up the furniture and vessels for the Kohathites to
carry them. Then the Gershonites would come and
take down the tapestry while the Merarites would take
down the frame (that is, the pillar, boards, bars etc).
When the tabernacle was to be set up, the Merarites
would first set up the frame, then the Gershonites
would furnish the priests with the holy vessels and
the furniture to put in it. This is how it should be in
the church of God. The workers ought to complement
one another in such a way that the great work of
the ministry, broken down into parts, could be done
by many people effectively and efficiently. We must
cooperate with one another and work in unity in the
vineyard of God. They should be interdependence



among members of the body of Christ. For a member
to be effective to the extent he feels the service of other
believers in God’s work is not needed is an expression
of pride and spiritual extravagance. “For the body is
not one member, but many... now hath God set
the members every one of them in the body, as it
hath pleased him... And the eye cannot say unto
the hand, I have no need of thee: nor again the
head to the feet, I have no need of you. Nay, much
more those members of the body, which seem to be
more feeble, are necessary... For our comely parts
have no need: but God hath tempered the body
together, having given more abundant honour to
that part which lacked: That there should be no
schism in the body; but that the members should
have the same care one for another. And whether
one member suffer, all the members suffer with
it; or one member be honoured, all the members
rejoice with it” (1 Corinthians 12:14, 18, 21, 24-26).

Thirdly, we see that the way God appointed the
work of the Levites gave no room for rivalry or carnal
comparison. Though they were all Levites, from
the same ancestor and labouring for God over the
same tabernacle, their responsibilities and calling
in ministry were very different from one another.
Indeed, it would be a useless and unprofitable
exercise to probe or argue which division had the
most important work among Levites. They were all
important because, unless the priests packed the
vessels the Kohathites removing the wrapped vessels
the Gershonites could not take down the tapestry;
neither could the Merarites carry the frames. As a
matter of fact, if one bar, pillar or curtain be missing,
the tabernacle could not be pitched. Therefore, the
work of each person was very important and there
was no basis for comparison.
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From this we learn that in one church we ought not
to compare ourselves with one another or engage
in needless rivalry in ministry. Each person should
just do his or her own part faithfully and let God
be glorified. In fact, the Bible says; “For we dare
not make ourselves of the number, or compare
ourselves with some that commend themselves:
but they measuring themselves by themselves,
and comparing themselves among themselves,
are not wise” (2 Corinthians 10:12).

Fourth, we must take note that the work of the Levites
was quite laborious and seemingly humiliating. It
was very hard to carry bars and pillars, curtains and
vessels, together with their own personal effects, all
through the wilderness. Any stranger, looking at the
Israelites as they marched along, would not likely
fail to notice a Gershonite carrying some heavy bars
of wood or metals. That unlearned stranger might
conclude that these burden-bearers were slaves or,
at best, inferior citizens among the children of Israel.
But despite the hard labour and apparent humiliation
associated with their kind of work, the Levites were
not ashamed to identify with their God-appointed
task. As believers, we must not be ashamed to identify
with Christ, even though He is little esteemed by the
people of the world. We should preach the gospel
and labour for the Lord in the midst of this crooked
and perverse generation. Also, whatever task we are
called to do in the Church, we should joyfully apply
ourselves to it. Moreover, it is better to earn a living
doing menial jobs than live an idle life.

Apart from the appointment of work for the Levites,
God also directed Moses to exchange them for the
firstborn of Israel. To do this, the Levites were
counted (using the same parameter) that is, from one
month upward. After counting them, the number of
the firstborn exceeded the Levites by two hundred
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and seventy-three. This implied that there were 273
firstborn who have no Levites to substitute them, and
for each of these, God demanded that a ransom of
five shekels be paid. The ransom money was given to
Aaron and his sons as God commended.

THE ACCEPTABLE AND SACRIFICIAL SERVICE OF
CHRISTIANS TO THE LORD (Romans 15:4; 12:1-8,
16; 1 Corinthians 6:19, 20, 15:58; 2 Timothy 2:19-
21; Philippians 2:3, 4; Psalm 100:2; Hebrews 12:28).

As we study the appointment, consecration and
service of the Levites, it is important to remember
that “whatever things were written aforetime were
written for our learning, that we through patience
and comfort of the scriptures might have hope”
(Romans 15:4). Therefore, we ought to learn from
the appointed tasks of the Levites and their total
surrender to God.

Question 5: What are the necessary features that will make our
service acceptable to God?

In the consecration of the Levites we see a vivid
illustration of the believer’s consecration and need to
render sacrificial service unto God. Just as the Levites
were God’s own possession, so also believers in Christ
are now God’s possession and we should be prepared
to serve Him with all our talents and treasures.
However, as we endeavour to serve the Lord, there
are certain features which must characterize our
service in order to make them acceptable unto God.
One, we must be on the Lord’s side. The Levites came
unto the Lord’s side when Moses gave the call after
the unfortunate incident of the golden calf. At that
time, Moses said: “Consecrate yourselves to day to
the Lord, even every man upon his son, and upon his
brother; that he may bestow upon you a blessing this
day” (Exodus 32:29). Therefore, because the Levites
responded and obeyed the invitation of Moses, they
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qualified themselves for God’s blessing. Those who
are not born again cannot offer acceptable service to
God. They need to repent of their sin first and put
their faith in Christ. Two, believers must be holy and
free from worldly entanglements. Like the Levites
were separated unto God from secular engagements,
we must separate ourselves from anything that would
diminish our devotion unto the Lord.

Three, our service must be characterized by deadness
to self and sacrificial living. In their service the Levites
were only concerned about God’s will and His glory.
They did not seek their own honour or the praise of
men, neither did they care that they were not given
any tribal inheritance among the children of Israel. In
the same manner, we should serve God with the glory
of God in view, doing nothing with pride or for vain
glory. We must also be selfless and willing to sacrifice
anything and everything to serve the Lord. Four, we
should be ready to whatever the Lord commands us,
even if it is menial or seemingly insignificant.

Five, our service for God must increase from day
to day. That means, we must not halve our service
or diminish our devotion to God. Rather, we must
abide in Him and in His service.“Therefore, my
beloved brethren, be ye stedfast, unmovable,
always abounding in the work of the Lord, for
as much as ye know that your labour is not in
vain in the Lord” (1 Corinthians 15:58). Six, we
are to serve God willingly and joyfully. The psalmist
enjoins us to “serve the Lord with gladness” (Psalm
100:2a). Moses also said that one of the reasons that
curses would come upon the children of Israel was
because they do not serve God “with joyfulness, and
with gladness of heart, for the abundance of all
things” (Deuteronomy 28:47). We must not serve
God grudgingly or half-heartedly. Seven, we must
avoid every form of rivalry or comparison with others
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remember but work in unity with the body of Christ.
Let us remember that the services we render unto God
shall be tested by fire to reveal their quality and true
worth. Only that which endures the purifying fire of
God shall be rewarded (1 Corinthians 3:13). Therefore,
let us ensure that we serve God acceptably.

Finally, the consecration of the Levites teaches us
that, as believers we should consecrate our live unto
God. This means we are to completely surrender
everything to Him and live only by His word. What He
bids us do we do, and what He forbids we refrain from.
This is because we cannot really say that Jesus is our
Lord unless we are ready to do all He commands,
neither can we be happy in Him except we trust and
obey Him. The challenge of the Levites compels us to
present our bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable
unto God, which is our reasonable service.

DAILY BIBLE READING

MORNING EVENING
MON Luke 7 Proverbs 1-2
TUE « 8 “ 3-4
WED “ 9 “ 5-6
THUR « 10 “ 7-8
FRI “ 11 « 9-10
SAT « 12 “ 11-12
SUN « 13-14 “ 13-14
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THE APPOINTED
QC% SERVICE OF THE
7/,  PRIESTS AND LEVITES
MEMORY VERSE: “Therefore, my beloved brethren, be ye stedfast,
unmovable, always abounding in the work of the Lord, forasmuch

as ye know that your labour is not in vain in the Lord” (1 Corinthians
15:58)

TEXT: Numbers 4:1-49

n the previous lessons, God has been emphasizing
Ithe separation of the Levites as well as their

responsibilities in the camp of Israel. The Lord
stressed the need for them to do their work as He
commanded lest they should be found faulty and come
under judgment, like Nadab and Abihu who offered
strange fire and were killed. However, while pointing
out the works of the Levites, God also showed that
the priests had a crucial role to play, and the success
of the Levites in their work depended so much on the
faithfulness of the priests in carrying out their own
responsibilities. Both the priests and the Levites were
jointly responsible for the work of the tabernacle.
Whereas, the priests were exclusively in charge of
the sacrifices and handling of the holy things, the
Levites were to assist them as servants, especially to
bear burdens and carry out specific functions as the
priests might appoint. In our text, God pointed out
the danger of incurring His displeasure or wrath if
His ministers failed to carry out their assignments
according to the due order.

Question 1: On what condition can a person obtain divine approval
in God’s service?

God’s warning to the priests against carelessness or
negligence in handling their appointed tasks, and the
danger of incurring divine wrath while engaged in His
service reminds us of a commonly forgotten truth.
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we are reminded that God’s work must be done in
God’s way before it can attract God’s approval and
blessing. Otherwise, if we do God’s will in a way He
does not approve then it ceases to be His will but our
own self-will, and it will attract God’s judgment. This
is why we read of king Amaziah of Israel that “he
did that which was right in the sight of the Lord,
but not with a perfect heart” (2 Chronicles 25:2)
and God was not pleased with him. Some people have
the misconception that once they are doing whatever
they do for God then it does not matter the means or
method of doing it. However, we see from our lesson
that this is not so. Contrary to this misconception,
our works will only be acceptable to God when we
pay attention to His instructions and comply with the
details of His commands.

THE SERVICE OF THE KOHATHITES AND THE
PRIESTS (Numbers 4:1-20;2 Samuel 6:13; Numbers
7:9; 10:21; Romans 14:13; 1 Corinthians 10:32).

God instructed Moses and Aaron to distribute work
to the Levites according to their families. But it would
be necessary to know the number of able — bodied
individuals who would be useful in His service. Hence
He ordered them to count the sons of Kohath between
the age of thirty and fifty to be actively engaged in
the work of the tabernacle. The Kohathites were
responsible for transporting the holy vessels and the
furniture of the tabernacle, but they could only carry
these items after the priests must have covered them
up.

The service of the Kohathites was placed under the
supervision of Eleazar the son of Aaron. He was
responsible for packaging the ark of God, the table
of showbread, the lampstand, altars, laver and
the inner vail before calling on the Kohathites to
carry them to the next point of settlement in their
pilgrimage to Canaan. “And when Aaron and his
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sons have made an end of covering the sanctuary,
and all the vessels of the sanctuary, as the camp
is to set forward; after that, the sons of Kohath
shall come to bear it: but they shall not touch
any holy thing, lest they die. These things are the
burden of the sons of Kohath in the tabernacle of
the congregation. And to the office of Eleazar the
son of Aaron the priest pertaineth the oil for the
light, and the sweet incense, and the daily meat
offering, and the anointing oil, and the oversight
of all the tabernacle, and of all that therein is,
in the sanctuary, and in the vessels thereof”
(Numbers 4:15,16).

Obviously, there is work for everyone to do in a
progressive Christian assembly that pleases God.
As it were, God has appointed people to serve in
different capacities in His church. And if there is any
area of service where there is shortage of manpower
in the vineyard of the Lord, it could be because
God’s appointees to man those duty posts have not
yielded to the Spirit’s call to serve Him. Or, perhaps
the church has not prayed for God to send more
labourers into His vineyard. It is worthy of note that
all servants of God must necessarily come under His
appointed leaders. All Christians must humbly accept
their place in the service of God and wholeheartedly
commit themselves to doing His will.

Leaders in Christ’s church must not lord it over His
people. They must lead and oversee His servants with
Christ-like love, godly fear and diligence. Without fear
or favor, they mustreveal God’s mind to His people, and
that promptly. This explains God’s warning to Moses
and Aaron in our text not to cut off the tribe of the
families of Kohath from among the Levites (Numbers
4:17). In other words, Moses and Aaron were warned
not to allow any error on the part of the priests to
expose the Kohathites to divine wrath and untimely
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death. This could happen if the priests were negligent
in their duties. For example (i) if they did not cover
the holy vessels and the furniture of the tabernacle
properly then the Kohathites, who bare them, might
touch those holy vessels unawares and thereby incur
God’s wrath. (2) By allowing the Kohathites to enter
the holy place and look at the holy vessels or furniture
before they are fully wrapped up would amount to
sinful inquisitiveness and undue familiarity with holy
things. (3) If any of the Kohathites was made to carry
a portion of the holy vessels that was not assigned
to him, it could lead to his death. If such mistakes
happened frequently, the priests could occasion the
death of many Kohathites and thereby jeopardize the
survival of their entire family. To avoid such cases,
God commanded the priest to wrap each item of
furniture and hand them over to the Kohathites so
that there would be no mix up.

We learn from the warning that the Kohathites
should not be cut off, that we should beware lest our
negligence or thoughtless actions cause other people
to sin. Especially as leaders and parents, the lives of
other people depend on us to a large extent and we
should be very watchful so as not to serve as stumbling
blocks to them. Later in Israel, we see the execution
of this threat against the Kohathites when Uzzah was
smitten by God, because he touched the ark of God
in an attempt to prevent it from falling when the oxen
shook it. The situation that led to Uzzah’s mistake
arose because, contrary to God’s instructions, they
carried the ark on ox-cart rather than bearing it on the
Levite’s shoulders with its staves. When they realized
their mistake and carried the ark in the proper way,
there was no divine wrath and there was no untimely
death (2 Samuel 6:1-15; 1 Chronicles 15:1-2,11-13;
Exodus 37;5; Numbers 4:15; 7:9; 10:21). As it were,
the failure of the leaders to follow the word of God
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on the proper mode of transporting the ark led to
the untimely death of Uzzah, a Levite. God is always
a God of justice. Everyone who has suffered divine
chastisement in the past as a result of his sinful
actions will receive the mercy and forgiveness of God
if he repents of his wrongdoing and begins to live
right in Christ. “But if the wicked turn from his
wickedness, and do that which is lawful and right,
he shall live thereby” (Ezekiel 33:19).

Question 2: In what ways can a person be a stumbling block or
bring divine wrath upon others? Give examples from the Bible

There are many ways a person can be an occasion for
divine wrath and judgment upon others. One, in the
family, parents may lead their children to commit sin
either by direct indoctrination, negligence or through
careless examples. Of course, God will judge the
wicked parents as well as the sinful children but it
will be on record that the parents caused the children
to sin. Two, in the church the leaders, either by
design or ignorance may lead the congregation into
false doctrine. The leader who teaches false doctrine
or the one who permits it is guilty before God and
so also the people who follow such a leader. Three
in a nation, civil rulers may cause the citizens to sin
through bad examples and sinful decrees.

In the Bible, we see the examples of Achan who led his
entire family into ruin because of his covetousness
(Joshua 7:1-26), King Jeroboam and Manasseh
also made Israel to sin (I Kings 12:25-33; 14:16; 2
Kings 21:1-17); and we read of Theudas and Judas
of Galilee who led others into wrong doing and they
all perished (Acts 5:36,37). There was also the case of
some churches and their leaders who permitted wrong
doctrine in their midst. The churches in Pergamos
and Thyatira were rebuked for this and they were

19



threatened with divine judgment (Revelation 2:12-29).

THE DUTIES OF THE GERSHONITES AND
MERARITES

(Numbers 4:21-33; 8:23-26; 3:25-37; Deuteronomy
10:12,20;11:13; Colossians 3:24; Romans 12:1,2,11;
Ecclesiastes 12:1; John 9:4; Matthew 24:45-51).

After giving instructions concerning the work of the
Kohathites God passed over to the duties of the other
Levite families, the Gershonites and the Merarites.
To start with, God directed Moses to take a census
of each of the families. He was instructed to count
the males whose age ranged from thirty years to fifty.
Thus the age of discharge was fifty. “And from the
age of fifty years they shall cease waiting upon the
service thereof, and shall serve no more: But shall
minister with their brethren in the tabernacle of
the congregation, to keep the charge, and shall do
no service...” (Numbers 8:25, 26). In our present day,
age is not a barrier in God’s service neither should
any believer expect to be discharged or retired from
preaching the gospel until we see the Lord.

After numbering the Gershonites and the Merarites,

Question 3: What lessons can we learn from the appointed service
of the priests and Levites?

God told Moses the work he should assign to each of
them. They were to serve the priests and also carry
burdens whenever the children of Israel changed
their camp location. The Gershonites were appointed
to carry the tabernacle curtains, the covering of
badgers skin, the hangings for both door and the
court, their cords etc. Each person among the
Gershonites was assigned a specific item to carry and
they were all under the supervision of Ithamar the
priest. On their part, the Merarites were assigned
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wooden and metal frame of the tabernacle. They
carried the boards, bars, pillars and sockets of the
tabernacle. They also were under the supervision of
Ithamar.

We learn several lessons from way God appointed
different assignments for the priests and the Levites
in our text. First, we learn that in the vineyard of God
there is enough work for everyone. Though the works
are different everyone who is qualified can find a
suitable area of engagement and usefulness in God’s
service. A songwriter said

“Let no one hear you idly saying
There is nothing I can do,

While the souls of men are dying,
And the Master calls for you.
Take the task He gives you gladly,
Let His work your pleasure be;
Answer quickly when he calleth:
Here am I; send me, send me”.

Second, we see that it was God, not Moses or
Aaron that appointed the duties of the Gershonites
and Merarites. Though God uses His servants to
appoint our assignments, we should always have the
consciousness that it is God who directs and leads
those leaders to appoint us as He deems fit. If we
have this attitude it will motivate us to obey and to
work for God with zeal and commitment.

Third, the work of the Levites, which was basically to
carry loads, might look so degrading and humiliating
but God attached special honors and privileges
to it. Because of their work, the Levites were in
close proximity to God’s tabernacle and they were
remunerated and supported by the twelve tribes of
Israel. This teaches us that the package of honors that
God gives to his children often come in the wrapper
of humility. Therefore, if we want God to exalt and
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honor us, we must be ready to humble ourselves
before Him. For example, during Retreats or special
programmes we should not despise work areas such
as washing, sanitation, carrying or serving food etc.
Four, we see that the appointed age of serving for
the Levites was thirty to fifty years. This was the best
and most productive years of a person’s life and they
were to be devoted to God’s service. Also, the work of
the Levites was quite demanding and very strenuous;
therefore they needed youthful vigour to carry their
burden. This teaches us to give our best to the
Master, to remember our Creator in the days of our
youth, to work while it is day and to remember that
a time is coming when we shall not be able to work
again. Each of us has an appointed time to work and
we should ensure that we do not waste those years
of opportunity. However, except for some specific
laborious work, there is neither age limit in nor
retirement from God’s service in this New Testament
dispensation. We are to serve until we breathe our
last.

Five, we learn that God has interest, and He is
concerned, about every detail of His service; even in
things that might appear trivial to the human mind.
For instance, we observe that an inventory of all the
items in the tabernacle was taken and those carrying
them were noted so that whenever any item, whether
a pin or pillar, was needed they knew who to ask,
Also, we see that in wrapping the pieces of furniture
of the tabernacle for transport, the art was distinct
from all other. Whereas the outermost covering of all
other furniture was the badger’s skin, that of the ark
was the blue cloth (*Numbers 4:5-14). This teaches
us to pay attention to details in the service of God.
Six, we see the need for unity and cooperation in the
work of the Lord. Both the priests and the Levites had
to work hand in hand to ensure that the tabernacle
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was pitched, transported and maintained in Israel.
Similarly, the workers in God’s vineyard must be
united and cooperate with one another.

THE DISTRIBUTION OF THE LEVITES FOR
SERVICE (Numbers 4:3:21-34)

Moses numbered the Levites from thirty to fifty
years old as the Lord commanded. The result of
this numbering showed that the division of Merari
were most numerous; being 3,200 in number, while
the Gershonites were the least in number, being
2,630. But in the earlier census, when the Levites
were numbered from one month old and above, the
Merarites were the least (6,200) while Kohathites were
the most numerous (8,600). This implies that though
the Merarites were smallest in terms of numerical
strength, they had more capable workers than other
Levite divisions. More than half of their population
could do service and for this reason they were put in
charge of the heaviest burdens. On the other hand,
the Kohathites were greatest in numerical strength
but they had few capable workers. Out of 8,600 of
them only 2,750 (less than one-third) could do the
service of the tabernacle and because of this they
were assigned to carry lighter burdens than the
Merarites. Also the Geshonites, begin the smallest
workforce among the Levites, were appointed to carry
the tapestry of the tabernacle.

Question 4: What do we learn from the analysis and distribution of
the levites workforce?

From the analysis and distribution of the Levite
workforce we learn some important lessons and
principles. (1) The number of workers in each Levite
division was proportional to the work assigned to them.
So we find there were more capable hands among the
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Merarites simply because they needed more people
either to take down the tabernacle frames or to bear
them through the wilderness. The Kohathites and
Gershonites had less Levite workforce and so their
services were lighter. From this we see how just and
equitable God is in the distribution of responsibilities.
To whom much is given much should be required. (2)
God knows our strength and He will never appoint us
carry a burden beyond our ability. This is applicable
both in our daily service to God and also in our daily
walk with Him. He will never allow us to be tempted
beyond our ability to resist. He knows our frame
and remembers our weak constitution, therefore He
regulates all the challenges we face. (3) In the Church
of God, the principle of justice and equity should
influence the distribution of workers for service.
We should avoid a situation where some people are
eased because they have surplus workers whereas
others are burdened because of dearth of capable
hands to do their work. This means on the part of the
leaders, there should be a deliberate balance in the
recruitment and training of workers to take care of
the various units in the church. Then the members
of the church and workers should complement the
efforts of the leaders by working in any area that they
are assigned. In fact other workers should be willing
to volunteer and work in areas where there seems to
be a shortage of manpower. (4) We also see that the
size of a congregation is not the only measure of its
strength. A large congregation where majority of the
members cannot render useful service in the kingdom
of God cannot be considered a strong church in the
real sense. On the other hand a smaller congregation
where most of the members are working for God, in
the sight of God, is a strong church, and definitely
God will commit greater responsibilities to such a
people.
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As we study the appointed service of the priests and
Levites we are challenged to commit ourselves anew
to the work of the Lord, spend and be spent in His
vineyard. We must continue to abound in the work of
the Lord knowing that our labour shall be rewarded
on earth and in heaven. We should preach the gospel,
edify the believers, give our talents and substance
for God’s work. “Be ye strong therefore, and let
not your hands be weak: for your work shall be
rewarded” (2 Chronicles 15:7).

DAILY BIBLE READING

MORNING EVENING
MON Luke 15-16 Proverbs 15-16
TUE « 17-18 « 17-18
WED « 19 « 19-20
THUR “ 20 “ 21-22
FRI “ 21 “ 23-24
SAT “ 22 “ 25-26
SUN “ 23 “ 27-28
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THE PRESERVATION
OF HOLINESS AMONG
C§50/%,  GOD'S PEOPLE
MEMORY VERSE: “For the Lord thy God walketh in the midst of thy
camp, to deliver thee, and to give up thine enemies before thee;

therefore shall thy camp be holy: that he see no unclean thing in
thee, and turn away from thee” (Deuteronomy 23:14).

TEXT: Numbers 5:1-31

n the previous chapters of the book of Numbers,
IGod dealt with the issues of physical organization

of His people by counting and camping them for
warfare. In that section of the book much emphasis
was placed on their security and the maintenance
of order in the camp, but in our text and the next
chapter, God focused on their spiritual organization
by commanding that they be cleansed for worship.
Thus, the emphasis shifted from physical order to the
maintenance of holiness and purity in their camps as
well as in their individual lives.

The main point in our lesson is the fact that God
abhors every form of defilement, be it ceremonial or
moral, and He wants His people to remain free from
their pollutions. To this end, God commanded that
every leprous person or those who were defiled by
reason of bodily discharge, or as a result of contact
with a dead body, should be put out of the camp.
This was intended to impress upon the Israelites the
great importance and value which God placed on
purity, and also to serve as an illustration of the
necessary purging that would make the church, as
well as individual believers, to continue to enjoy the
presence of God.

Question 1: What does God’s demand for holiness in Israel’s camp
typify for believers?
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The demand for holiness which God illustrated to the
Israelites by commanding them to purge their camp
of all kinds of defilements typifies for believers the
need to purge out impurities from their lives and live
holily.

THE DIVINE DIRECTIVE AGAINST DEFILEMENT
IN THE CAMP (Numbers 5:1-4; Leviticus 13:45-49;
15:2-33; 21:1-12; 1 Corinthians 3:16, 17; 5:8, 13; 2
Corinthians 6:14-18; 2 Thessalonians 3:14; 2 John
10,11; Revelation 21:27).

God directed Moses to command the children of Israel
that they remove from their camps anyone who had
leprosy, bodily discharge, or who has been defiled
by touching or mourning for the dead. Though this
command had been given to the children of Israel
before this time, God repeated it so that it could be
carried out immediately. As at the time God instructed
Moses concerning these precepts (Leviticus 13:45,46;
15:2; 21:1), the camp of Israel was not yet organized
but after the ordering of the camp it became possible
to enforce the law.

Question 2: Why was it necessary to remove lepers and those who
were defiled from Israel’s camp?

It was necessary to remove lepers and those who had
one form of defilement or the other from the camp of
Israel, one, because they constituted a health hazard,
two, to serve as an emblem of purity and purging
from sin. We have seen that leprosy was a contagious
disease and a type or symbol of sin. It represented
the way sin works before it eventually destroys its
victims. Also the bodily discharges of men and women
could equally be contagious and they also symbolized
the oozing out of sin from the fallen nature of man.
Then the dead was a source of defilement because
it reminds us of the wages of sin, albeit the physical
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death was only a picture of the spiritual and eternal
death. These things then being an emblem of that
which is mostly detested by God, had to be put out
of the camp of the Israelites because God dwelt with
them. It is very instructive to note the major reason
why God commanded His people to avoid defilement:
“that they defile not their camps, in the midst
whereof I dwell” (Numbers 5:3b).

Question 3: What is the main reason why believers should maintain
holiness in their personal lives and in the church?

The main reason why God demanded holiness from
the children of Israel, and by implication, from
believers today is that He dwells in the midst of His
people. The tabernacle that was pitched at the center
of Israel’s camp was an emblem of God’s presence. So
also the pillars of cloud, during the day, and of fire,
during the night, were tokens of divine presence
which gave Israel the assurance that their destiny
was in the safe hands of the Almighty. But God
wanted them to know that they would only continue
to enjoy His presence on the condition that they
remained free from defilement. Moses made it clear to
the children of Israel that if God should see any
unclean thing in them He (God) would turn away
from them (Deuteronomy 23: 14). In a similar way,
God dwells in the heart of each believer and also in
the church. Jesus said: “If a man love me, he will
keep my words: and my Father will love him, and
we will come unto him, and make our abode with
him” (john 14:23). The Bible also makes it clear that
the body of each believer is the temple of the Holy
Spirit: “What? Know ye not that your body is the
temple of the Holy Ghost which is in you, which
ye have of God, and ye are not your own? Know ye
not that ye are the temple of God, and that the
Spirit of God dwelleth in you? If any man defile

the temple of God, him shall God destroy; for the
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temple of God is holy, which temple ye are” (1
Corinthians 6:19; 3:16, 17). Moreover, Jesus said He
is present in the Church: “For where two or three
are gathered together in my name, there am I in
the midst of them” (Matthew 18:20). Therefore, in
view of God’s presence among us we are commanded
to be holy and avoid the defilements of sin.

Question 4: What lessons can we learn from God’s command that
the children of Israel remove lepers and the defiled from their
camp?

There are some lessons we need to learn from the
directive to put defilement out of Israel’s camp. One,
we learn that organization and orderliness in the
church must be coupled with holiness. Though the
camp of Israel had been well ordered and guarded
using the best military tactics known at the time, yet
we see that without holiness those peculiar and
symbolic arrangements would avail nothing. This
teaches us that holiness must be central in our lives,
and also in our church, if we want God to manifest
His presence among us. Two, we see that the Israelites
would only be able to enjoy the right to pitch behind
the standard of their families on the proviso that they
remained free from defilement. In other words, an
Israelite forfeited his position in the camp once he
became defiled. This teaches us that we can only
enjoy the right to be children of God on the condition
that we continue in holiness. If a born again Christian
falls back into sin he or she becomes defiled and loses
the right of sonship unless he repents and gets
restored to the Lord. The Bible says, “For we are
made partakers of Christ, if we hold the beginning
of our confidence stedfast unto the end” (Hebrews
3:14). This shows there is no truth in the doctrine of
unconditional security of believers. Three, it shows
us the need for sanctification after our initial
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experience of salvation. This is very clear because the
children of Israel, being redeemed from Egypt,
counted and camped around the tabernacle, gives us
a picture of people who were saved and brought near
to God. But despite this position there was the need
to put defilement out of their camp before God could
fellowship with them.

Inthe sameway, after theinitial experience of salvation,
it is possible for a root of bitterness to spring up from
a person’s heart and defile many (Hebrews 12:15).
Jesus also said that the things that defile a person do
proceed out of the heart (Mark 7:20). For this reason
there is the need for the second work of grace to
uproot the remains of sin or the adamic nature from
our hearts so that we can love God and have perfect
fellowship with Him and His people. This experience
of sanctification is obtained by consecrating oneself,
thirsting and praying for it in faith. Four, we also
learn the necessity of exercising church discipline
so that those who stubbornly persist in sin could be
put out of the fellowship lest they influence others
with their negative lifecycle. The command that Israel
put out of their camp every leper and the defiled
corresponds to the New Testament charge that we
put out of our midst anyone who is called a believer
but indulges in sin and fails to repent. In fact, Paul’s
charge to the Corinthians was an antitype of the
command to put the defiled out of the camp. He said:
“therefore put away from yourselves that wicked
person” (1 Corinthians 5:13b). Church leaders must
be vigilant to identify and reprove such individuals
whose presence in the church could be fountain of
defilement to others. Five, it is very important to note
that the children of Israel did what God commanded,
“as the lord spake unto Moses so did the children
of Israel”. We must be prompt in obeying God’s
word and we must not be hearers only but doers of

the word.
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THE DOCTRINE AND DEMAND FOR RESTITUTION
(Numbers 5:5- 10; Genesis 20:1-8, 14-18; Exodus
22:1-7; Leviticus 6:1-7; 5:15-18; Luke 19:8, 9;
Matthew 5:23, 24; Acts 23:1-5; 24:16).

While commanding the children of Israel to remove
the causes of defilement from their camp, God also
reminded them of the need to repent and make
restitution whenever anyone has done wrong against
his or her neighbour. By this command, God would
have Israel know that removing lepers and those
who were ceremonially defiled was not the only way
to preserve holiness in the camp, but that moral
defilements also had to be purged and conflicts
between people resolved. The law of restitution had
been given to Israel before (Leviticus 6:1-7). God
repeated the law and demanded that an offender
confessed his sin and make necessary restitution.

Question 5: What is restitution and why is it necessary?

Restitution is the act of making right all wrongs done
against our fellowmen. It involves the restoration
of stolen properties to their rightful owners, paying
debts, giving back that which has been taken by fraud,
making confessions to the offended, apologizing to
those slandered, uncovering wrong doings that were
covered in the past e.g. pretence, lying, making right
all wrongs concerning marriage, career and every
area of life. Sometimes the restitution required is just
to tender an apology to the offended, but in some
other cases it may be so complicated that one will
have to seek counseling from a godly, experienced
and Bible-believing minister or leader. The purpose
why we must make restitution even after repentance
is that we may have a conscience void of offence
towards God and before men. Our conscience cannot
be clear if, after we say we have repented from sin, we
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still hold on to stolen items (including a stolen wife
or a stolen husband), wealth gotten by fraud, or a
career based on falsehood, such as forged certificate.
Before we can truly have a clear conscience before
God we must make appropriate restitution as God
demanded.

The doctrine of restitution is timeless because it spans
all the dispensations of God’s dealings with man.
Before the dispensation of the law, Abimelech the
king of Gerar had to restore Sarah, Abraham’s wife,
whom he had taken wrongly (Genesis 20:1-8, 4-18).
During the time of the law God demanded restitution
as we can see in our text. In the New Testament,
Zacchaeus made restitution (Luke 19:8,9); Paul the
apostle apologized before the Sanhedrin (religious
council of the Jews) (Acts 23:1-5). In view of these,
it is wrong for anyone to claim that the teaching on
restitution is a relapse to legalism. It is equally wrong
to claim that it has been abolished along with the
ceremonial laws of the Old Testament. Restitution is
part of the moral law and God demands that genuine
repentance should be accompanied with appropriate
restitution. This is because genuine confession and
repentance towards God restores our fellowship with
God whom we have offended by our sin. However,
most sins that we commit against God also affect our
neighbors one way or the other, and the very first
evidence that we have truly settled with God should
be the readiness to settle with our fellow human
beings whom we have offended.

In our text, God added a further explanation to the
law of restitution. He commanded that if the offended
person has died, then the restitution should be made
to his Kinsman (that is his relation). “But if the man
have no kinsman to recompense the trespass
unto, the trespass be recompensed unto the Lord,
even to the priest...” (Numbers 5:8a). From this it
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is very clear that after the experience of salvation
God does not want us to retain any item we acquired
in a wrong way. This is because even if the rightful
owner is dead or his kinsman cannot be found we
are still not absolved from making restitution. We
must confess the crime to God and to His appointed
representatives in the church, who will direct us on
the practical steps to take so that our restitution will
be in line with the standard of scriptures.

DEALING WITH THE DEFILEMENTS OF SUSPICION
AND IMMORALITY (Numbers 5:11-31; Leviticus
18:20; 20:10; Job 24:15; Proverbs 2:16,17; 6:34;
30:20; Songs 8:6; Zechariah 7:10b; 8:17).

God directed Moses on how to deal with the
defilements of suspicion and secret immorality in
the camp. These sins are so serious in the sight of
God that He commanded that they be searched out
by what is commonly called a “trial by ordeal”. From
history we learn that this kind of trial was commonly
practised by the ancient people in the East, especially
the Canaanites, among whom the children of Israel
were about to enter, carried on this trail by ordeal
with various idolatrous additions. But to keep the
Israelites from the temptation of copying the idolatrous
versions of this trail God gave them His own pattern
of how to detect cases of secret immorality and to
exonerate the innocent.

Question 6: Mention some reasons why God gave the law of trail
by ordeal?

God commanded that if any man suspected his wife
of committing adultery, then he should bring her to
the priest to be tried so as to ascertain whether she
was innocent or guilty of the crime. The priest would
place the women under oath, and make her drink the
prescribed water that was specially prepared for that
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purpose. After drinking the bitter water the priest
would offer sacrifices. The water was called bitter
water not because of its taste per se but because of
its effects on the guilty person. If the women actually
committed adultery then her belly became swollen,
her thigh rotten and she would become a ‘curse
among the Israelites’. The meaning of this phrase is
that her name would become identified with infamy
and disgrace (see examples of Zedekiah and Ahab
— Jeremiah 29:22,23; and Lot’s wife — Luke 17:32).
However, we should note that the water was just a
symbolic and divinely appointed procedure to try and
deal with suspicion among the Israelites, but it is no
longer valid for believers in the New Testament.

The Lord gave the children of Israel this law for several
reasons. One, to avoid unnecessary suspicion or
jealousy in the heart of the husband. Two, to expose
the woman if she had truly committed adultery. Three,
to exonerate the woman and clear her reputation if
she was innocent of the crime. Four, to serve as a
deterrent against immorality or spurious accusations
among the children of Israel. Five, to let the children
of Israel know that even a hint of immorality must
not be permitted in their midst.

By making the women to undergo this fearful trail by
ordeal, God was showing the Israelites the gravity of
immorality and the danger of suspicion in the camp.
The sin of adultery destroys the very foundation of
marriage and it is a direct violation of the seventh
commandment. The defilement ofadultery must not be
permitted in the camp of God’s people. Any accusation
or suspicion of it must be well investigated and dealt
with; otherwise, if a person could commit immorality
and get away with it then others would be emboldened
to do so. On the other hand, if the accused person was
actually innocent her reputation would be seriously
damaged and if there was no investigation then the
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stigma and reproach of the husband’s accusations
would continue to affect her. The husband too would
continue to burn with jealousy and doubt her fidelity,
and then the children could also suffer reproach or
insults from others. Therefore it was necessary to try
every case of suspected immorality so as to discourage
marital unfaithfulness on the part of the wife and also
to protect her from false accusation by the husband.

Question 7: Point out the lessons we can learn from the account of
trial by ordeal in our text?

Looking at the method and procedure of the trial we
can learn important lessons. One, God is sovereign;
His ways are past finding out and He does what pleases
Him in the camp of His people. In order to try cases of
suspected adultery, God ordained a different method
entirely rather than using the Urim and Thummin or
any other conventional method. This teaches us not
to depend merely on our past experience but to look
unto God for fresh insight into His will day by day.
Two, we learn that God hates immorality and it must
be dealt with drastically. Three, jealousy or suspicion
can defile a person and must be avoided. Jealousy
is cruel as the grave therefore husband or wife must
not give any room for their spouse to suspect them.
This means we should avoid undue closeness to the
opposite sex and avoid secret dealings with them.
But, on the other hand we should avoid baseless or
unnecessary suspicion of one another. The woman
should be so full of virtue that the heart of her
husband can safely trust in her (proverbs 31:11), and
the man should also be so pure in heart that he does
not imagine evil when there is no true ground for it.
“Unto the pure all things are pure: but unto them
that are defiled and unbelieving is nothing pure;
but even their mind and conscience is defiled”
(Titus 1:15). Even in the church we must avoid the
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negative tendencies of suspicion and jealousy. The
Bible says, “And let none of you imagine evil in
your hearts against his neighbor; and love no false
oath: for all these are things that I hate, saith
the Lord” (Zechariah 8:17). Four, we see the need to
avoid every appearance of evil and live holily. Even
the hint of immorality must not be heard among
God’s people. The Bible enjoins us not to allow our
good be evil spoken of and so, we must walk honestly
and “abstain from all appearance of evil” (Romans
14:16; 1 Thessalonians 5:22). Five, we learn that at
all times whether in the family or in the church, we
should “prove all things and hold fast that which
is good”. Proper investigation must be made to verify
all accusations so that the guilty can be punished
and the innocent cleared. Six, we learn that God is
omniscient and He knows the secrets of all men. He
knows how to clear the innocent and also knows how
to expose those sins that sinners and backsliders try
so hard to cover. Though in our days, trial by ordeal
is outlawed and no longer in force, God will expose
and judge all the secrets of men. Just as the bitter
waters penetrated the woman who was guilty of secret
adultery, and eventually kills her, God said unto the
secret adulterers: “Behold, I will cast her into a bed,
and them that commit adultery with her into great
tribulation, except they repent of their deeds.
And I will kill her children with death; and all the
churches shall know that I am he which searcheth
the reins and hearts: and I will give unto every
one of you according to your works” (Revelation
2:22,23). God will certainly judge the whoremongers
and adulterers both here in this life and in eternity
(Hebrews 13:4). Seven, husbands should be faithful
to their wives just as they expect their wives to be
faithfully unto them. If the husband expect their wives
to be faithful unto them. If the husband expects God
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to judge his wife for her infidelity then he also must
maintain innocency. In fact, later on God told the
men of Israel that He would not punish their spouses
in this way any more because they were guilty of
the same offence themselves (Hosea 4:14). God says
unto those who are guilty of sin and yet are accusing
others: “Therefore thou art inexcusable, O man,
who ever thou art that judgest: for wherein thou
judgest another, thou condemnest thyself; for
thou that judgest doest the same things” (Romans
2:1).

Finally, we learn that if we are innocent nothing can
harm us. Even curses cannot affect us if we are hold
and pure. We see that if the woman was innocent, the
bitter water and the curses which were pronounced
did not hurt her, rather she became more fruitful and
healthy. This should encourage us to live holily and
not be afraid of curses, whatever their kind, because
“as the bird by wandering, as the swallow by flying,
so the curse causeless shall not come” (Proverbs
26:2). If we do not live in sin God will bless and not
curse us and as such, no man shall be able to place
a curse upon our lives.

DAILY BIBLE READING

MORNING EVENING
MON Luke 24 Proverbs 29-30
TUE John 1 « 31
WED « 2-3 Ecclesiastes 1-2
THUR “ 4 “ 3-4
FRI « 5 « 5-6
SAT “ 6 “ 7-8
SUN “ 7 “ 9-10
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THE SEPARATED LIFE OF

THE NAZARITES
bﬁ@%ﬁ@

MEMORY VERSE: “Wherefore come out from among them, and be
ye separate, saith the Lord, and touch not the unclean thing; and |
will receive you” (2 Corinthians 6:17).

TEXT: Numbers 6:1-21

ur study concerns the Nazarite vow and their
O separated life. Nazarite (properly pronounced
as Nazirite) means someone who is separated
unto God; a consecrated person or a devoted

individual. The term Nazarite should not be confused
with Nazarene which was a term used to describe

Jesus because he dwelt in the city of Nazareth
(Matthew 2:23), and which was also a derogatory
term that was used to describe Christians in the early
Church (Acts 24:5). Nazarite refers to a person who
voluntarily separates himself to live only for God and

serve Him. From this definition we can see that the
Nazarite was an Old Testament illustration or type of

deeper commitment and consecration to God. They
symbolize for us what it means to go an extra mile for
God and be more devoted than the ordinary, run-of-
the-mill religious people.

Question 1: Who is a Nazarite and what does he symbolize for
believers?

From our text we see that a Nazarite separated himself

not just from the defilements of sin but even from
legitimate enjoyment or pleasures which could

distract or lessen his heart commitment and

dedication to God. Like the Nazarites, God expects us
to go an extra mile in our devotion to Him, not just for
a period of time but all the days of our lives. This
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would demand that we make special consecration
and decision to serve God with all we have and all
that we are throughout our days. We are called to
separate ourselves from sin and the world into
holiness and the service of God. In this lesson we
shall see the peculiarities of the Nazarites, the
procedure of their consecration and the practical
implications of their vow to the New Testament
believers.

THE PECULIARITIES OF NAZARITES (Numbers
6:1-8; Judges 13:3-5,7; 16:17; 1 Samuel 1:11,24-28;
Lamentations 4:7; Lukel:15).

The Nazarites were people who separated themselves
completely to the service of God. They took voluntary
vows to consecrate themselves and abstain from
worldly enjoyments for a specified period of time.
Among the Israelites, Nazarites were known for
uncommon purity and absolute devotion unto God
(Numbers 6:8; Lamentations 4:7).

Question 2: Mention the peculiar features of a Nazarite and Point
out the significance of those features.

The Nazarites were peculiar because they had certain
features that distinguished them from the average
Israelite. One, they did not drink wine or strong drink
(Numbers 6:3; Luke 1:15) Two, they were not allowed
to eat or drink anything processed from the grape-
vine, that is, they could not eat the fresh grapes or
dried raisins (skin) neither the seed of the fruit of the
vine (grapes) (Numbers 6:3,4; Judges 13:14). Three,
they left their hair uncut all through the period of
their separation (Numbers 6:5; Judges 13:5; 16:17).
Four, they must not go near a dead body or mourn
for a dead person, no matter how close, not even for
father, mother or siblings.

These features were very significant in that they set
forth the nigh standard of holiness and absolute
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surrender that God demands from those who profess
real devotion to Him. The wine and strong drink
represented carnal and sinful joy, while mourning for
the dead symbolized deep earthly sorrow; both were
prohibited for a Nazarite. He must not indulge in
those things that could aggravate the base passions
neither was he to allow anything that could defile him
ceremonially. Strong drink was especially prohibited
because it intoxicates and impairs the senses. It can
pose a serious danger to true devotion and a holy walk
with God as we can see from examples of Noah and
the family of Lot. “And Noah (after the flood) began
to be a husbandman, and he planted a vineyard;
And he drank of the wine, and was drunken; and
he was uncovered within his tent” (Genesis 9:20,
21). The drunkenness of Noah, though unintentional,
led to the cursing of a whole race of people (Genesis
9:22-25). Also, the daughters of Lot used wine to
sedate their father before committing incest with him
(Genesis 19:31-38).

In the context of the Nazarite consecration, strong
drink referred to intoxicating beverages while wine
consists of the fresh, non-alcoholic juice pressed
from the fruit of the vine (grapes). The fact that the
Nazarite was forbidden to partake of either of them
gives an indication that a person who wishes to
devote himself fully to God should be prepared to give
up, not only things that are obviously sinful, but even
things that may be considered harmless, legitimate
pleasure. This is because for a consecrated person
the major consideration and the factor that decides
all issues is not just whether this or that is sinful or
not, but what God has said on the subject. For a true
Nazarite, the issue was not a matter of whether it was
right or wrong to drink wine, (fresh, unfermented and
non-intoxicating) but that God has said they should
not; and that settles it. The desire to do what God
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has commanded and to please Him is the motivating
factor behind all the actions of a consecrated person.

The same thing applied to other commands that God
gave to regulate the Nazarite vow. The Nazarite must
not defile himself for the dead. This implied that he
could not participate in the funeral of father, mother,
brother or sister. The funeral of departed loved ones
must not affect his consecration and dedication to
God. Also the Nazarite was to allow his hair to grow
all through the period of his vow. That uncut hair
was the outward and physical mark of his inner
consecration unto the Lord. This teaches us then,
that true devotion and genuine piety must not remain
hidden but there should always be some outward
manifestation to show that we truly have them.

Question 3: Mention some Nazarites in the Bible and point out the
lessons a believer can learn from their consecration?

There were different kinds of Nazarites in the Bible.
Some were Nazarites for life, consecrated by God
Himself or by the parent. Such kind were Samson
(Judges 13:5-7; 16:17); Samuel (1 Samuel 1:11, 24-
28) and John the Baptist (Luke 1:15). There were other
Nazarites, not specifically mentioned by name, who
took the vow of separation for a definite period of time
(Numbers 6:2; Lamentations 4:7; Amos 2:11,12).
Whichever kind of Nazarites, one major emphasis
and the focus of their lives is holiness coupled with
strict self-discipline and total separation unto God.
They typified the absolute surrender of Christ as well
as total separation that God expects from Christians
(Hebrews 7:26; 2 Corinthians 6:17; James 1:27).

God used the lifestyle of the Nazarites to illustrate
the high standard of holiness and commitment
required of believers. They were living examples of
dedication and devotion among the Israelites. They
also exemplified practical deadness to the world,
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self-denial and single-mindedness in the service of
God. Their kind of separated life resembled that of
the priests and Levites; and in fact the option of the
Nazarite consecration held some advantages for the
ordinary Israelite who might want to devote himself
or herself to God on a level close to that of the priests
and Levites. First, the Nazarite vow was open to all
ages or tribes. Therefore, anyone who wanted to serve
God on a higher plane than the ordinary Israelite
could take the Nazarite vow.

Two, it was voluntary. Three, an individual could
determine the duration of his or her vow. Thus, we
see that though the ordinary Israelites could not
function in the priestly office or a Levite, yet they
could still dedicate themselves to God and serve as
Nazarites. This teaches us that the Privilege to draw
near God and be devoted to Him was not exclusive but
open to all. It also shows that even if we do not have
opportunity to serve in a particular area of ministry in
the Church, we can always find another area where
we can equally consecrate ourselves and our service
unto the Lord. There are several areas where we can
serve without being limited by age or gender.

THEPROCEDUREOFTHENAZARITEVOW (Numbers
6:9-21; Leviticus 21:10,11; Acts 18:18;21:23-26).

The consecration of the Nazarite commenced with
a vow of consecration during which the prospective
candidate would signify his or her intention to be
a Nazarite for a specified period. Then he or she
would vow not to drink wine, strong drink, vinegar
or anything processed from the grapevine. He would
also consecrate his head to God with a promise not
to cut or shave off the hair until after the expiration
of his vow. Lastly, the candidate would promise to
abstain from defilements arising from touching dead
bodies or mourning for the dead. Once the vows were
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taken the Nazarite was bound to fulfil the days of his
consecration.

However, if after taking the vow the Nazarite becomes
defiled, for instance, if someone suddenly dies near
him, then his vow has been interrupted. He must
wait for seven days and then shave his head and on
the following day, which is on the eighth day after
his defilement, he would bring a special offering to
the priest for his cleansing. This offering consisted
of two young turtledoves or pigeons which he would
hand over to the priest at the door of the tabernacle.
Then the priest would offer one of the turtledoves or
pigeons for a sin offering and the other for a burnt
offering. After this offering the Nazarite would renew
his vow and begin his consecration anew because all
the days of his consecration before he became defiled
were no longer counted.

Question 4: What lesson can a believer learn from the interruption of
the Nazarite vow and the cancellation of their days of consecration
by defilement?

From the examples of the Nazarites in their day of
defilement we can see the awful effect of the defilement
of sin in the life of a believer. When a believer falls
into sin it makes all his past consecration and
sacrifice to become as nothing, and unless he repents
and gets restored to the Lord, those days would
neither be remembered nor rewarded by God. This
is exactly what God said to Ezekiel. “But when the
righteous turneth away from his righteousness,
and committeth iniquity, and doeth according to
all the abominations that the wicked man doeth,
shall he live? All his righteousness that he hath
done shall not be mentioned: in his trespass that
he hath trespassed, and in his sin that he hath
sinned, in them shall he die” (Ezekiel 18:24 see also
Ezekiel 3:20; 33:12, 13). Sin makes all our labour for
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God to seem as nothing and it decimates every good
thing we might have done for God. Judas Iscariot
is an example of someone who labored but lost out
because of sin (Acts 19:27-34; 1 Timothy 1:19,20;
2 Timothy 4:14,15). Therefore, we need to jealously
guard our consecration and avoid anything that can
defile us in any way.

At the conclusion of his time of consecration, the
Nazarite would be taken to the tabernacle to make
sacrifices before being discharged from his vow. He
would offer a year-old male lamb without blemish for a
burnt offering, a year old female lamb for a sin offering,
a ram without blemish for a peace offering, a basket
of unleavened bread, cakes and wavers anointed with
oil plus meat offerings and drink offerings. After the
priest has ended the sacrifices, then the Nazarite
would shave his head and put the hair in the fire of
the peace offerings. After this, the priest would place
the prescribed portions of the offerings in the hands
of the Nazarite and wave them before the Lord. Those
portions that were waved belonged to the priest.
Then the Nazarite could, as a token of gratitude to
God, add free will offering in addition to the normal
requirements of his Nazarite vow. After this ceremony
the Nazarite was released from his vow. After this
ceremony the Nazarite was released from his vow
and he was free to live as an ordinary person. The
Nazarite had to offer the prescribed sacrifices at the
end of his vow as a testimony that even though he had
offered unto God his best services and consecrated
himself yet he still needed the efficacy of the blood of
atonement. The best we can offer to God will only be
acceptable unto Him on the basis of Christ’s atoning
blood. Without faith in His shed blood, all our works
are vain.

THE PRACTICAL IMPLICATIONS OF NAZARITE
SEPARTION FOR BELIEVERS (Romans 15:4; 1
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Timothy 4:12; Titus 2:7; 1 Peter 5:3; 1 Thessalonians
5:22;Acts 5:41; 1 Corinthians 11:5,6,14:2 Corinthians
6:17,.18: Hebrews 12:1,2).

The separated life of the Nazarites teaches us
several lessons on the kind of crucified life which
we are called to live. The Nazarite may be regarded
as an illustration of what a consecrated Christian
life is all about. Though the sacrifices and rituals
associated with their consecrations are no longer in
force, because Jesus Christ has fulfilled what they
typified, the Nazarites are models of true devotion
and deadness to the world.

Question 5: What are the implications of the Nazarite vow to
believers today?

We learn from the separated life of the Nazarites that
one, Nazarites were examples and models of devotion
to the children of Israel. In the same way believers
should be examples to the world and the leaders in
the church should be examples to the world and the
leaders in the church should be models to the
congregation. We should show by example what it
means to be deeply consecrated and committed to
God (1 Timothy 4:12; Titus 2:7; 1 Peter 5:3). Two, the
Nazarite vow was voluntary and our commitment and
consecration to God should also be voluntary. We
should not wait until we are pressed before we serve
God. Like the Nazarites we should volunteer to go an
extra mile in the service of God. We could consecrate
ourselves to do some specific duty in the church such
as cleaning, intercession, special evangelism, financial
support of project or programme, driving, guard etc.
Three, the consecration of the Nazarites was visible
and in like manner, our devotion to God should be
visible. People should see the evidence of self-denial
and deadness to the world in our lives so that they too
can be challenged to dedicate themselves to God.
Four, the Nazarites maintained a very high level of
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personal purity. They abstained not only from sin but
even from the appearances of it. We also should be
scrupulously holy and abstain from every source of
defilement. A life of holiness is the best testimony of a
genuine devotion of God, Five, by allowing his hair to
grow long the Nazarite man accepted a practice that
would bring reproach to him. Paul the apostle said If
a man have long hair it is a shame unto him. From
this we learn that the Nazarite was not ashamed to
bear reproach for the Lord. He allowed his hair to
grow, not caring for the reproach of men. In the same
manner, believers must devote themselves to God
unmindful of the reproach of men, and always in
readiness to surrender their dignity or honor, if need
be, in the path of devotion.

Six, from the Nazarites we can learn a lesson on total
detachment from the world and a mastery over its
joys or its sorrows. Because the Nazarites abstained
from wine, a symbol of mirth and pleasure, as well as
from the funeral of departed loved ones, they testified
that they were unmoved either by mere earthly joy
or temporal sorrow in the course of their devotion
to God. In like manner, believers who long to be like
the lord must be ready to gladly forfeit all earth’s
pleasure so that they can wear the perfect image of the
Redeemer. Seven, we see that the Nazarite manifested
a great deal of self-denial in their consecration to
God. They restrained their appetites and controlled
their emotions for the sake of their commitment to
God. A Nazarite could not live carelessly neither could
they compare themselves with ordinary Israelites who
had no vow or consecration to protect. They would
not drink wine, lament or participate in the funeral
of father, mother or siblings. These prohibitions were
tokens of absolute yieldedness and self-denial which
believers are expected to manifest. Though ascetism
does not necessarily constitute true piety, there can
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be no true devotion without a measure of self restraint
and sobriety.

From the Nazarites we receive the challenge to sacrifice
anything that can get in the way of our consecration to
God. Though we are not to neglect our responsibilities
to our loved ones, whether living or dead, we must not
allow that legitimate duty to displace our priority of
serving the Lord wholeheartedly. But here is an area
where many believers in our present time need to re-
examine themselves. For instance, many of us would
plan, labor and do everything possible to raise funds
for the funeral of departed loved ones but when it
comes to soul winning and sacrificing our resources
for church building we are reluctant to deny ourselves.
This is an evidence of misplaced priority and a gross
miscalculation of what it costs to be a consecrated
believer. A person who understands the real meaning
and the true measure of consecration would put
God’s demands above his or her personal or family
demands. God is calling us to renew our consecration,
in case we have been defiled in any way, especially in
these days when greed, materialism and the pursuit
of worldly pleasure is most prevalent. The Nazarites
willingly forsook things that others relished; we too
must be ready to forsake anything for the sake of the

gospel.
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THE PRIESTLY BENEDICTIONS

o@f%ﬂ@

MEMORY VERSE: "The LORD bless thee, and keep thee: The LORD
make his face shine upon thee, and be gracious unto thee: the
LORD lift up his countenance upon thee, and give thee peace”
(Numbers 6:24-26).

TEXT: Numbers 6:22-27

ur study focuses on the form of priestly
Obenedictions which God commanded Aaron
to pronounce on the Children of Israel. In this
short text, we see the command for special priestly
blessings, the conditions for spiritual and perpetual

blessings and the content and structure of the priestly
benediction.

God commanded Moses todirect Aaron, the high priest,
on how to bless the children of Israel. Traditionally,
the benediction or blessing was pronounced at
the end of the daily sacrifices and on other special
occasions. In order to bless the people, the High Priest
would stand and lift up both hands, then he would
utter the words of this benediction upon the people
(Leviticus 9:22; 2 Chronicles 30:27). This shows that
God delights in blessing His people and He uses His
appointed servants as the mouthpiece to pronounce
the blessings which only Himself has the power to
enforce.

Question 1: Point out the condition on which the priestly
benediction would be fulfilled?

We observed that the command to bless the children
of Israel was only put in place after they had obeyed
the commands and instructions that God gave them.
They had built the tabernacle and began true worship;
they were also counted, camped, cleansed and
consecrated unto God as Priests, Levites or Nazarites
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before the priestly benediction was given. This teaches
us that obedience to God and total consecration to
Him are conditions for true and permanent blessings.

The content and structure of the priestly benediction
was also very remarkable. The benediction contains
three distinct and successive parts which cover every
area of human needs, both spiritual and physical.
Each part of the benediction begins with God’s name
and this is an indication of the Trinitarian doctrine
and a pointer to the fact that all the three members
of the Godhead are united in blessing the saints. In
the priestly benediction, we see one, the blessing
of God’s goodness and His preservation; two, the
benefits of God’s grace and His presence; and three,
the bounties of God’s gifts and His peace. It is such
an all encompassing benediction, profound, well
compacted and which may as well be regarded as the
Lord’s Prayer of the Old Testament.

THE BLESSING OF GOD’S GOODNESS AND HIS
PRESERVATION (Numbers 6:22-24; psalm 121:7;
128:1, 4; John 17:11; Deuteronomy 28:3-6)

The first section of the priestly benediction is “The
Lord blesses you and keep you” (verse 24). In this
pronouncement, we see the goodness of God in
blessing His people and ensuring their preservation
from evil. God is good to all and by virtue of His
goodness; He supplies the needs of all His creatures.

Question 2: What is the meaning of “The Lord bless you” and what
are the true measures of scriptural blessing?

In the Hebrew tradition, the word “barak” which is
translated “bless” connotes the idea of God bestowing
special favor upon His people. This implies that God
would deliberately work in order to enforce His good
will in the life of an individual. It also entails God
creating the proper environment and putting in place
all the necessary requirements for a person to thrive
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both spiritually and physically. Therefore, for God
to bless a person, He bestows good upon such an
individual and increases him both spiritually and
materially.

By looking at the lives of Bible characters whom the
Lord blessed we can identify the things that constitute
true scriptural blessing. For example, Abraham was
blessed; and from his life, we can see; (1)fellowship
and intimacy with God (2) Divine guidance, teaching
and correction (3) material prosperity (4) domestic or
family stability, fruitfulness and peace (5) security
and divine preservation (6) positive influence on
other people (7) answered prayer and fulfillment of
God’s promises. Indeed, no one can be said to be
truly blessed without total freedom from sin and
close fellowship with God. Material blessing without
the spiritual blessings of salvation purity of heart and
power of the Holy Spirit is incomplete.

Apostle Peter in his message after the healing of the
impotent man at the beautiful gate, emphasized the
fact that the true blessing begins with being saved
from sin. He said, “Unto you first God, having
raised up his Son Jesus, sent him to bless you, in
turning away every one of you from his iniquities”
(Acts 3:26). In fact, the general testimony of the
scriptures is that only those, who repent from their
sins, and believe in Christ are truly blessed (Psalm
32:1,2; 119: 1,2; 128:1,4; Revelation 1:3; 22:7). If
we have truly repented and become children of God
by faith in Christ, the Bible says God has blessed
us with all spiritual blessings in heavenly places in
Christ (Ephesians 1:3). This means no true child of
God should remain under any curse or yoke of Satan.
By virtue of God’s blessing upon us as believers, we
should excel and live victoriously in every facet of
life, and also be free from all the manipulations of
Satan or his agents. Even Balaam in his backslidden
condition recognizes the fact that a people blessed by
God cannot be cursed by anyone. He said, “How shall
I curse, whom God hath not cursed? Or how shall
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I defy, whom the LORD hath not defied? Behold,
I have received commandment to bless: and he
hath blessed; and I cannot reverse it” (Numbers
23:8,20).

Another aspect of God’s goodness and blessing is
the preservation of His saints from anything that
can harm them. The Lord keeps His children from
the evil one. He keeps them in time of danger and
from destruction. But then one may ask how does
God keep His people? One, He keeps them by His
word. “Concerning the works of men, by the word
of the lips I have kept me from the paths of the
destroyer” (Psalm 17:4). When we obey God’s word,
we are kept from Satan’s path. Also, there is also
a standing restraint in God’s word against satanic
attacks on believers: “Touch not mine anointed,
and do my prophets no harm” (Psalm 105:15). Two,
God keeps His people by His power. Peter described
believers as people “who are kept by the power
of God through faith unto salvation ready to be
revealed in the last time” (1 Peter 1:5). Three, He
keeps His children through His name. “The name of
the LORD is a strong tower: the righteous runneth
into it, and is safe” (Proverbs 18:10). For this reason,
the Lord Jesus prayed that the Father would keep
His disciples through His own name (JOHN 17:11).
Four, God also keeps His people through the ministry
of His angels. “For he shall give his angels charge
over thee, to keep thee in all thy ways” (Psalm
91:11). For instance, Daniel testified that God sent
His angels to shut the mouth of the lions so that
they could not hurt him. Five, by His overruling and
overshadowing providence He shelters His saints.
He used the pillars of cloud and fire to protect the
children of Israel from the heat of the day and the cold
at night all through their wilderness journeys. Six,
the blood of the Lamb preserves and shields believers
from being hurt by the enemy. While in Egypt the
children of Israel were kept from destruction by the
application of the blood of the paschal lamb. But
in our present time believers are protected by the
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blood of Jesus who offered Himself as a sacrificial
Lamb for our sins. In view of God’s keeping power
and His provisions for our security, we need not fear
but trust that God will preserve us from all evil forces
and everything that can adversely affect our lives and
interests.

THE BENEFITS OF GOD’S GRACE AND HIS
PRESENCE (Number 6:25: Psalm 31:16: 67:1:
80:3,7,19: 119:135: Daniel 9:17).

The second part of the priestly benediction is, “The
LORD make his face shine upon thee, and be
gracious unto thee” (Verse 25). Here, the emphasis
is on God’s goodwill, unmerited favor and His abiding
presence with His people. Literally, the Priest, by this
benediction, was making request that God should
smile upon His people and be happy with them. The
Lord make His face to shine upon thee” implies
that (1) He is present and pleased with His people
(2) He guides and enlightens them so that they don
t walk in darkness (3) He invigorates them just as
the sunlight gives strength to the animate objects (4)
He is gracious to His people and shows them favor.
In other words, it was a plea that God should not
be angry with His people but rather be merciful and
favorable towards them.

Question 3: Why is it necessary to plead for God’s grace and favor
rather than depend on our own meritorious efforts?

By pleading for God’s favor and grace, the Priest
wanted the children of Israel to know that they could
never approach God or receive any favor from Him on
the basis of their own meritorious efforts. Certainly
without the grace of God, the best human efforts will
never be sufficient to earn divine approval or obtain
the least of His blessings. This thought, that we are not
worthy of God’s favor and mercies, was the keynote
of Jacob’s prayer when he was about to face Esau,
his estranged brother. “I am not worthy of the least
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of all the mercies, and of all the truth, which thou
hast shewed unto thy servant: for with my staff
I passed over this Jordan: and now I am become
two bands” (Genesis 32: 10). Before coming to this
realization, Jacob thought he could depend on his
own craftiness and ingenuity. But as the prospects
of confronting the anger of Esau dawned on him, he
realized that it was only the grace and mercy of God
that had sustained him all the while.

As believers, we should also remember that we can
do nothing except by the grace of God. We cannot
relate with God on the grounds of our meritorious
service but on the basis of His mercy and grace. Like
Jacob, there are many things we have done in the
past which, if not for God’s grace and mercy, would
have prevented us from entering into God’s grace
and mercy in the priestly benedictions, Paul, Peter,
John and Jude all emphasized the centrality of
grace, mercy and peace in their epistles to believers
(Romans 16:20;1 Corinthians 1:3;2 Corinthians
13:14;1 Timothy 1:2; Titus 1:4).

We are saved by grace, kept by grace and it is only by
grace we shall enter heaven. However, we must not
have a lopsided view of the grace of God. We must
avoid the widespread antinomial notion that the
grace of God permits a person to live just carelessly.
We should never think that God’s grace will abound
in our lives while we live in sin. If God’s grace is truly
in our lives, it will enable us to live without sin and do
all those good things which God demands of us and
which we could not have done by our own strength
alone. It is God who gives grace and we should ask
Him to multiply His grace in our lives so that whatever
situation we find ourselves, we will discover that this
grace is sufficient for us.

THE BOUNTIES OF GOD’S GIFTS AND HIS
PEACE (Number 6:26 Psalm 4:6-8; john 14:27,2
Thessalonians 3:16; Philippians 4:7;2 Peter 1:3).
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The last part of the priestly blessing is, “The Lord
lift up his countenance upon thee, and give thee
peace” (verse 26). This prayer was a plea for God
to pour out His bountiful blessings upon the people,
to show them His care and heartfelt love to such
an extent that the people of God would neither lack
nor get disturbed by anything. In practical terms, the
High priest was directed to ask God to give His people
everything that would make their lives satisfying and
fulfilling, both in the present and future.

Question 4: Mention some of the bounties of God’s gifts which we
have in Christ?

Inthe New Testament, believers are blessed and greatly
favored in Christ. This means that through Jesus
Christ, God has provided all that is necessary for life
and godliness. In Him, we have unlimited provision,
privilege, position, possibilities, partnership purity
of heart, protection, pardon and peace with God
(Ephesians 1:3; 2:6 ; 3:20 ; 4:12; Philippians 4:19;
Colossians 1:14; 2:13-15; 2 Peter 1:3),

From the priestly benediction we learn some important
lessons: One, we see how important it is for leaders
to pray for their congregation. God said that when
the High priest invoked the blessing in His name
upon the people of Israel, then He would bless them.
Leaders in the house of God should learn to pray for
their congregation and bless them in the name of the
Lord. Two we observe that the content of the priestly
benediction pertain more to spiritual blessings than
physical or material acquisition. The qualities of
fellowship with God, pleasing Him at all times and
enjoying His favor should occupy our attention more
than the quest for material prosperity. We should
remember to seek first the Kingdom of God and His
righteousness and other necessary things shall be
added unto us. Three, we, as believers are priests
of God; and we should learn to bless people with our
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lips. We should bless our children, spouse and fellow
workers rather than criticize or curse them. Our
mouth should pour out benedictions upon those who
are close to us.

Four, the blessings of God will come upon us only as
we live in obedience to Him and do all that are pleasing
in His sight. The priestly benedictions could not avail
for Israel when they backslid and turned away from
God. In the same way, the apostolic benedictions
and the popular phrase “God bless you” with which
we greet one another cannot be meaningful unless
we live in obedience to God and remain within the
boundaries of His love. A person, who lives in sin,
whether in secret or open, should not expect the
blessings of God to continue to flow in His life unless
he/sherepents and turns to God wholeheartedly. This
is because God is angry with the evil doer everyday
and He has decreed that anyone who lives in sin will
neither prosper nor enjoy peace (Psalm 7:11; Proverbs
28:13; Isaiah 57:21). The grim reality of it all is that
there is no sinner in the church or outside that
can hide from God who is the source of all blessings.
Some people continue to suffer need and afflictions in
God’s house because He knows the secret sins they
commit that are hidden from human eyes. God is
always righteous and He blesses the righteous. But
if you live in sin, “ Your iniquities have turned away
these things, and your sins have withholden good
things from you” (Jeremiah 5:25). The prodigal son
knew better; he turned and repented. To begin to
enjoy the blessings of God, repent of all your sins,
receive Jesus as Lord and Saviour, restitute your
ways and remain in unbroken fellowship with God in
His word and with His people in the local assembly.
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